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that it lacks essential features of that type of State.  Chapter
*/   X                                                .,,._
The term confederation (Staatenbund) is more popular,1    __'_
and at least recognises that it is not a federation, as
suggested by the fact of the pre-eminence in law of the
British Parliament. But it lacks the normal sign of
such a body, a system of treaty relations inter se be-
tween the States making up the confederation. Others,
stressing the autonomy of the parts, reduce it to an
entente, or, on the analogy of the League of Nations, to
a League of sovereign States of British race.2 The fact
remains that the system of a Commonwealth is too
complex to suit any ordinary phraseology; the relations
between the parts of the Empire rest on conventions
of a constitutional character, not on international law,
and the whole Empire and the several autonomous
parts have distinctive parts to play in the international
sphere.3
1  Hatschek, Volkerrecht, p. 41;   Berber, Die Bechtsbeziehungen der
britiscJien Dominien zum Mutterlande (1929), p. 99; Batj^ Journ. Comp.
Leg. xii. 163.
2  Lowenstein, Archiv des offentlichen Rechts, xii. 255 if.
3  H. Walter, Die Stellung der Dominien im V erfassungssy stem des
britischen Eeiches im Jahre 1931, pp. 98, 99 ;  Wheaton, International
Law (ed. Keith), i. 129-33.